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Retiring by the Seaside: A Praetorian
from Thrace in Lycian Olympos. With an
addendum to TAM Il 949’

Karin Wiedergut

Abstract

The coastal town of Olympos in the Eastern Lycian periphery holds an impressive number
of well-preserved tomb monuments and funerary inscriptions from Roman Imperial times.
Among them is the tomb and epitaph of Aurelius Mucianus, a praetorian, who wished to be
buried there with his wife and children (TAM II 949). In this paper, the text’s unknown ending
is presented, delivering important new pieces of information that set the text apart from most
other epitaphs known from Olympos. The commentary deals with the three most noteworthy
features of the inscription. Section 1 delivers information on the Thracian origin of both Mu-
cianus and his wife Sebazia. Section 2 tries to find a solution to the question how a Thracian
praetorian stationed in Rome got to know Lycian Olympos and decided to retire there. Section 3
deals with the penalty payment of 5,000 denarii given in the text, which is oddly divided between
the Roman fiscus and the city of Olympos. The fines’ recipients in all texts from Olympos are
briefly analysed, before an explanation to the odd splitting of the fine is given: The solution lies
in the combined examination of TAM II 949 and TAM II 947, the epitaph on the monumental
tomb of Aurelius Pigres III.

Keywords: Olympos, Lycia, Funerary Epigraphy, Roman Military, Onomastics, Social History

Ozet

Dogu Lykia bélgesindeki Olympos sahil kasabasi Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi'nden kalma ¢ok
say1da iyi korunmus mezar anit1 ve mezar yazitina ev sahipligi yapmaktadir. Bu ad1 gegen anitlar
ve yazitlar arasinda karisi ve gocuklariyla birlikte Olymposa gomiilmek isteyen bir praetorian
olan Aurelius Mucianus'un mezar: ve kitabesi de vardir (TAM II 949). Bu ¢alismada metnin
bilinmeyen sonu sunulmakta ve metni Olympos'tan bilinen diger bir¢ok kitabeden ayiran 6nemli
yeni bilgiler sunulmaktadir. Yorum kisminda yazitin 6ne ¢ikan tig 6zelligi ele alinmaktadir. Birinci
bolitm, hem Mucianus hem de Sebazianin Thrakia kdkenleri hakkinda bilgi vermektedir. Tkinci
boliimde Romada gorevli Thrakiali bir praetorian’in Lykiadaki Olympos kenti hakkinda nasil

Dr., Austrian Academy of Sciences karin.wiedergut@oeaw.ac.at; ORCID: 0000-0003-0410-9372

1 Tam deeply indebted to H. S. OzTURK, who generously gave me the opportunity to present the missing
ending to TAM II 949 here. For many discussions and suggestions, both regarding the paper’s various
aspects as well as its final form, I am very grateful to K. PRAUST. For helpful comments I should like to
thank C. CENATI, U. FrIES, M. HALLMANNSECKER, K. HARTER-UiBoruvU, T. KrUSE, K. SIEGL and C. VOLK,
as well as the anonymous advisors of ACM. This research was funded in whole by the Austrian Science
Fund (FWF) [P34211]. I dedicate this paper to Ulrich (who saw it first).

§8-69 ‘7207 | G eaueLBLpa EDISSED BIY



~
o

Retiring by the Seaside: A Praetorian from Thrace in Lycian Olympos

AClassMed 5 | 2022

bilgi sahibi olup da orada emekli olmaya karar verdigi sorusuna yanit aranmaktadir. Ugiincii
boliim, metinde gegen ve garip bir sekilde Roma hazinesi ile Olympos sehri arasinda boliitnmiis
olan 5.000 denarii’lik ceza 6demesiyle ilgilidir. Bahsi gegen cezanin ilgi ¢ekici paylagimina bir
cevap bulunmadan 6nce Olympos'ta bulunan tiim metinlerdeki para cezalarinin miikellefleri
kisaca analiz edilmektedir. Cevap, Aurelius Pigres III'iin anit mezari iizerindeki kitabe olan TAM
I1 949 ve TAM 1II 947'nin birlesik incelemesinde yatmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Olympos, Lykia, Mezar Yaziti, Roma Ordusu, Onomastik, Sosyal Tarih



