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Ons6z | Preface

Acta Classica Mediterraneanin dordiincii sayis1 pandemi nedeniyle kisa bir gecik-
meyle ¢tkmaktadir. Bu sayida ¢ok degerli dort makaleye yer verilmistir. Makaleleriyle
dergiye katki saglayan B. OzTURK, D. SCHURR, D. Dana ve H. S. OzTURrKE tim
yayin ekibimiz adina tesekkiir ederiz.

IAM metnini gozden gegiren ve onerileriyle birlikte bir takim diizeltmeler yapan
Th. CorsTENa ve grafiker Sinan TuRAN’a tesekkiir ederiz.

Editorler

The fourth issue of Acta Classica Mediterranea comes out following a short delay
due to the pandemic. It includes four important articles by B. OzTURK, D. SCHURR,
D. Dana and H. S. OzTURK. We are grateful for their contributions.

Finally, we extend our thanks to Th. CORSTEN for his review of and suggestions
for the IAM text and to our graphic designer Sinan TURAN for his work to bring
all this together.

Editors
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From Dacia Minor to Nicomedia: Iconography,
Onomastics and a New Career of the Late
Roman Army. The Sarcophagus of Tziampo,
protector divini lateris

Hiiseyin Sami Oztiirk - Dan Dana

Ozet

[zmit Su ve Kanalizasyon Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii'niin bulundugu alanda Kocaeli Arkeoloji ve
Etnografya Miizesi Midiirligii tarafindan 2017-2019 yillar1 arasinda bir kurtarma kazis yapild.
Bu kazilar sirasinda, igerisinde 5 in situ lahit, 51 kiremit mezar ve iki amphora mezar1 bulunan
yeni bir nekropol alani kesfedilmistir. Lahitlerden d6rdii izerinde ise Roma dénemine tarihlenen
mezar yazitlari tespit edilmistir. Bu makalede, bu yazitlardan Latince olani tanitilmaktadir. Dioc-
letianus ya da Constantinus zamanina tarihlenen yazitin gevirisi séyledir: “Yeralt: Tanrilarrna!
Dacia Minor Eyaleti'ndeki Pieucens Bolgesi kékenli, Imparator koruyucusu (= protector divini
lateris) Tziampo bu mezar anitini yeniden yaptirdl. (Ben) 50 yil yasadi(m). Bu mezara oglum
Severus yahut da esim disinda (baska hi¢ kimsenin) gémiilmesine izin vermiyorum. 9 yil siivari,
11 yil ordinarius ve 10 yil protector olarak askerlik yaptim. Sayet birisi bu mezara bir bagkasini
gommeye cesaret ederse, fiscusa 20; kent kasasina 10 folles 6deyecektir. Tiim askerligim 30 yil
strdi. Hosgakalin!”

Anahtar sozciikler: Nikomedeia, Bithynia, Dacia Minor, mezar yaziti, onomastik,
Diocletianus/Constantinus, Geg Roma ordusu, protector divini lateris, caballarius, ordinarius

Abstract

A rescue excavation by the Directorate of the Kocaeli Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography
was conducted between 2017 and 2019 in the area where the General Directorate of Izmit Water
and Sewerage Administration is located. In the course of these excavations, a new necropolis
area was discovered, including five in situ sarcophagi, 51 tile tombs, and two amphora tombs.
Among them, four sarcophagi bear funerary inscriptions dating from the Roman period. This

Assoc. Prof., Marmara University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Department of History, Istanbul (hsoztrk@
yahoo.com; https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4366-1277).

Dr., CNRS/HISOMA (Histoire et Sources des Mondes Antiques, UMR 5189), Lyon (dan.dana@mom.fr;
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9462-7266).

We would like to thank the former director of the Museum, Mr Ridvan GOLCUK (now at Troia Museum)
and archaeologist Kemal CiBUK (now at Troia Museum), who informed us about the inscriptions

and allowed us to study them. We are also grateful to the director of the Museum, Mr Serkan GEDUK,
archaeologist Zuhal UYkAL and other museum staff who helped us during these works also to Istanbul
Archaeological Museums for allowing the publication of the photo (Fig. 8) and Tugge AKBAYTOGAN (the
vice director of IAM), Feza DEMIRKOK (the epigraphist of IAM) and Dilara TurAN (IAM).
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From Dacia Minor to Nicomedia: lconography, Onomastics and a New Career of the Late Roman Army.
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paper presents one of these. The translation of this Latin inscription dated to Diocletian or
Constantine is following as: “To the spirits of the dead! I, Tziampo, protector of the divine flank,
restored my monument, originating from regio Pieucensis, province of Dacia Minor. He lived
50 years. And I want that nobody will be permitted to be deposed here except his son Severus
or his wife. He served as horseman for nine years, as ordinarius for 11 years, and protected as
protector for 10 years. But if another (person) dares to open (the sarcophagus), let him give the
fiscus 20 folles and the city 10 folles. On the whole, he served for 30 years. Farewell, passers-by!

Keywords: Nicomedia, Bithynia, Dacia Minor, epitaph, onomastics, Diocletian/Constantine,
Late Roman army, protector divini lateris, caballarius, ordinarius





