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Corinna. Szenen aus dem Leben von Ovids
elegischer Geliebter!

Ulrich Schmitzer

Abstract

Was Ovid really in love with Corinna? Generations of classicists (and novellists) have been
seeking for an answer - in vain: We don’t know and we will never know, because we don’t have
Ovid’s diary, only the poetic text of the Amores which deals with the elegiac /puella /Corinna.
But what can find out, is how the /poeta/ Ovid lets the character and the physical appearance
of his creature Corinna emerge over the whole three books of the Amores: her quasi-husband,
her beautiful body, her hair, her efforts to preserve the beauty by using cosmetics and even by
abortion. He presents Corinna as a learned, but also greedy girl. Thus he covers the conventions
of the eliegiac genre, but playfully exceeds them as well. He takes into account the expectations
of his readers which he often deludes. The result is a true “puella scripta’, a woman created from
literature and within literature, but at the same moment she appears so authentic that already
the contemporaries of Ovid Rome wondered (in vain) who Corinna is in reality.

Keywords: P. Ovidius Naso, Amores, Roman love elegy, Corinna, paupertas.

Ozet

Ovidius gergekten Corinna’ya asik miydi? Klasikbilimciler (ve yazarlar) bu soruya nesiller
boyunca bosuna cevap aramiglardir. Bunu bilmiyoruz ve asla bilmeyecegiz, ¢iinkii Ovidius'un
gunliigiine degil, sadece Corinna’yla ilgili Amores eserine sahibiz. Bununla birlikte, Ovidius'un
Amoresin tig kitab1 boyunca yaratis1 Corinnanin karakteri ve fiziksel gériiniimiinii nasil goster-
digini ortaya cikarabiliriz: s6zde kocasi, giizel bedeni, sac1, kozmetik hatta diistikle gtizelligini
korumaya galigmas... Sair Corinnai egitimli ama ayni zamanda agg6zlii bir kadin olarak sunar.
Boylece agit tiirtintin geleneklerini yerine getirir, fakat ayni zamanda bunlarin 6tesine geger.
Siklikla g6z ard: ettigi okurlarinin beklentilerini de gz 6ntinde bulundurur. Sonug, gercek bir
“puella scripta’dir: Edebiyattan ve edebiyatin iginde yaratilmis, ama ayni zamanda Ovidius'un
Romadaki ¢agdaslarinin Corinna’nin gergekligini sorgulatacak kadar 6zgiin bir kadin.

Prof. Dr., Humboldt-Universitit zu Berlin, Institut fir Klassische Philologie.

1 Die folgenden Erwédgungen gehen auf Vortrége in Stuttgart (2016), Freiburg (2017), Konstanz (2017),
Waiblingen (2017), Wasseralfingen (2017) und Niirnberg (2017) zuriick. Der miindliche Duktus ist
prinzipiell beibehalten und um die wichtigste Forschungsliteratur erganzt. Soweit nicht anders vermerkt,
stammen die beigegebenen Ubersetzungen von mir selbst, Zitate ohne weitere Angaben beziehen sich auf
Ovids Amores. Alle Quellen aus dem Internet wurden im Februar 2018 tiberpriift und waren zu diesem
Zeitpunkt intakt. Herrn Kollegen Hamdi $ahin danke ich herzlich fiir die Einladung zur Publikation in
dieser Zeitschrift.
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